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2011-2012
CURRICULUM GUIDE
Dear Parents and Students:

This Registration Guide is a valuable tool for planning your class schedule for next year.  It contains a short description of each class, an outline of the curriculum, and any necessary pre-requisites for the course. Included are components of the district’s Pupil Progression Plan and important guidance information.  The purpose of this guide is to help you make the best decision in course selection.  Due to the class size amendment, schedule changes will be difficult, if not impossible.  Schedule change requests that would cause any core class to exceed 22 students will not be allowed.  PLEASE choose classes carefully.  After registration, course request cards will be sent for your review.  This will be your opportunity to make any necessary changes.  Our basic rule for next school year will be NO SCHEDULE CHANGES!

Each student must take and pass language arts, math, science, and social studies each of their three years in middle school.  Students who score below Level 3 on FCAT must take Intensive Reading (IR).  Therefore, an elective chosen this spring may be replaced by an IR class this summer after FCAT scores are received or by a core class that must be retaken.
When selecting electives, please review our CHOICE career training courses.   We are very proud of this program and encourage students to consider a CHOICE class if their schedule permits.  You cannot get this selection of hands-on career courses anywhere else in the state of Florida.

In order to enhance the academic rigor in our middle schools, all students in the Okaloosa County School District who are on track for a regular high school diploma will be expected to take at least one honors or advanced level course.  This is critical to prepare students for the rigor of high school academics.  Parents are urged to discuss this with your child and assist them with the decision of which honors/advanced course(s) he or she should take.

Should you have any questions about registration or next year’s schedule, please call our guidance department at 689-7447 or call me at 689-7229.

Go Mustangs!

Bob Jones
Bob Jones
Principal

Principal, Mr. Robert Jones………………………………………………………………..689-7229
Assistant Principal, Mrs. Wanda Avery……………………………………………….689-7229

(Certification, Curriculum, Discipline 8th, Dress code 8th, Registration, Scheduling, Student Services)

Assistant Principal, Mrs. Lee Greene Martello……………………………………689-7229
(Attendance, Discipline 6th/7th, Dress Code 6th/7th,  ESE, School Activities, Special Programs)

Guidance Counselor, Ms. Tracey Lamb……………………………………………..689-7241
(Academic Concerns, Counseling & Conflict Resolution, Student Schedules, Testing)

Attendance Secretary ………………………………………………………………………689-7235
(Mrs. Martello’s secretary, Attendance, Check In/Out, Free/Reduced Lunch Applications)
Guidance Secretary, Mrs. Gloria Brannon……………………………….…………689-7447

(Mrs. Avery’s secretary, Conferences, Homework requests, Registration, Records, Withdrawals)
Main Office Secretary, Mrs. Donna Bouton…………………………….………...689-7229

(Mr. Jones’ secretary, Main receptionist, Payroll)
Bookkeeper, Mrs. Evelyn Love…………………………………………………………..689-7229

(Monies collected, Returned checks, Budgeting)
	Course Descriptions



READING OF SELECT NOVELS WILL BE REQUIRED IN ALL LANGUAGE ARTS CLASSES.

1001010   LANGUAGE ARTS 1 (6th)
This course is intended to be the bridge from elementary language arts to middle school language arts.  The goal is for our students to engage in a literate life.  The study of language arts at the sixth grade level integrates the reading/literature skills with the study of language mechanics, writing, and vocabulary to create a well-rounded, balanced language arts program.  Students read and write daily.  
1001020   LANGUAGE ARTS 1 ADV. (6th)
This course encompasses the same standards as Language Arts 1 but provides opportunities for students to encounter more challenging texts and assignments in greater depth.  
1001040   LANGUAGE ARTS 2 (7th)
The study of language arts at the seventh grade level integrates the reading/literature skills with the study of language mechanics, writing, and vocabulary to create a well-rounded, balanced language arts program. The course content will review skills previously taught and teach new skills with opportunity for application. The course will include intensive writing instruction.  Students will write narrative, expository and persuasive essays.  Students will prepare and present speeches.  Students will be exposed to a variety of literary forms and techniques, instruction in and application of mechanics and spelling, and vocabulary development.  
1001050   LANGUAGE ARTS 2 ADV.  (7th)
This course encompasses the same standards as Language Arts 2 but provides opportunities for students to encounter more challenging texts and assignments in greater depth.  Summer reading assignments are highly encouraged and expected.
1001070   LANGUAGE ARTS 3 (8th)
The study of language arts at the eighth grade level integrates the reading/literature skills with the study of language mechanics, writing, and vocabulary to create a well-rounded, balanced language arts program. The course content reviews skills previously taught and teaches new skills with emphasis on application.   The course will include intensive writing instruction with the focus on expository and persuasive essays.  Students prepare and present speeches, participate in literary analysis discussions, and are exposed to a variety of literary forms and techniques, vocabulary development, and instruction in and application of mechanics, usage and grammar.  This course is intended to prepare students for success in high school.  
1001080    LANGUAGE ARTS 3 ADV.  (8th)
This course encompasses the same standards as Language Arts 3 but provides opportunities for students to encounter more challenging texts and assignments in greater depth.  Students will develop the reading skills necessary for word recognition, comprehension, interpretation, analysis, evaluation, and appreciation of the written text.  The student will also develop the structural and creative skills necessary to produce written language that can be read and interpreted by various audiences. Additionally, students will use, read, and view media/technology; analyze content and concepts accurately; express ideas clearly and effectively in a variety of oral contexts; and apply active listening skills in the analysis and evaluation of spoken ideas.  Summer reading assignments are highly encouraged and expected.
1006000   JOURNALISM (Elective)
The purpose of this course is to enable students to develop intermediate-level skills in the production of print or electronic journalistic media, which includes writing for community newspapers and the production of the SRMS YEARBOOK.  The content includes, but is not limited to the following: history of journalism and legal issues, gathering and organizational techniques, writing and editing techniques, online production, communication with public, proper interview and phone technique, analysis and evaluation of media, and varied print and electronic media.
Special Note: Hands-on activities are integral to this course. This course requires students to participate in activities beyond the school day to sell ads and meet deadlines.  Application, teacher recommendation and interview are required for placement into the class.  FCAT Reading Level 3 or above preferred. 

1000010   INTENSIVE READING
This course is for students who scored below grade level on the Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test (FCAT Level 1 or 2).  Read 180 and/or additional materials will be used in this class. Intensive reading provides direct instruction, guided practice and application of skills in multiple contexts, to build essential reading skills.  The focus is on developing the skills and strategies needed to become proficient readers. Goals for students in this class will be to score on grade level or make significant gains from the previous year’s scores; to increase independence as readers by transferring skills learned in this class to other academic classes; and to enjoy reading and become lifelong readers.

1205010    MATHEMATICS 1   (6th)
This course will focus on the three Big Ideas and three supporting Ideas as follows:

Big Idea 1—Develop an understanding of and fluency with multiplication/division of fractions and decimals
Big Idea 2—Connect ratio and rates to multiplication and division
Big Idea 3—Write, interpret, and use mathematical expressions and equations.
Supporting Ideas—Geometry and Measurement; Number and Operations; Data Analysis
1205020   MATHEMATICS 1 ADV.  (6th)
This course will encompass the standards for Math 1, focus heavily on algebraic thinking skills, and promote mastery of skills needed in preparation for 7th grade advanced math (pre-algebra).  Students in this course should know how to multiply, divide, add, and subtract whole numbers, decimals, and fractions.  Time will not be spent on remediating basic concepts.  
1205040   MATHEMATICS 2 (7th)
This course will focus on the three Big Ideas and four supporting Ideas as follows:
Big Idea 1—Develop an understanding of and apply proportionality and similarity
Big Idea 2—Develop an understanding of and apply formulas to determine surface areas and volumes of three-dimensional shapes

Big Idea 3—Develop an understanding of operations on all rational numbers and solve linear equations.

Supporting Ideas—Geometry and Measurement; Number and Operations; Data Analysis; Probability

1205050   MATHEMATICS 2 ADV. 
(Pre-Algebra) (Select 6th & 7th)
This course will encompass the standards for Math 2, focus heavily on algebraic thinking skills and promote mastery of skills needed in preparation for 8th grade algebra or honors algebra.  Students in this course should know all basic skills and have a working knowledge of algebraic thinking.  This class is for students who are interested in taking algebra or honors algebra in 8th grade.
1205070    MATHEMATICS 3 
(Pre-Algebra) (8th)
This course will encompass the standards for Math 3, focus heavily on algebraic thinking skills and promote mastery of skills needed in preparation for 9th grade algebra or honors algebra. This course will focus on the three Big Ideas and three supporting ideas as follows:

Big Idea 1—Analyze and represent linear functions and solve linear equations and systems of linear equations.

Big Idea 2—Analyze two- and three-dimensional figures by using distance and angle.
Big Idea 3—Analyze and summarize data sets.
Supporting Ideas—Algebra, Geometry and Measurement, Number and Operations.
1205080   MATH 3 ADV.

(MIDDLE SCHOOL ALGEBRA)

This course will encompass the standards for Math 3, focus heavily on algebraic thinking skills and promote mastery of skills needed in preparation for 9th grade algebra or honors algebra.  Instruction will include benchmarks taught the first semester of 9th grade Algebra.  Students in this course should know all basic skills and have a working knowledge of algebraic thinking.  This class is for students who are interested in taking algebra or honors algebra in 9th grade.
 
1200320A/B   ALGEBRA I HONORS
(high school credit) (7th & 8th)
This course will focus on the following ten items:  real and complex number systems, relations and functions, linear equations and inequalities, polynomials, rational expressions and equations, radical expressions and equations, quadratic equations, logarithmic and exponential functions, conic sections, and mathematical reasoning and problem solving.

The standards encompassed in this course are 9th grade HONORS standards and it is assumed that students have already mastered pre-algebra standards and have strong algebraic thinking skills.  Students will work at a MUCH faster pace than the regular algebra course.

1206320A/B   GEOMETRY HONORS
(HIGH SCHOOL CREDIT) (8TH)

The purpose of this course is to develop the geometric relationships and deductive strategies that can be used to solve a variety of real world and mathematical problems.  The standards encompassed in this course are 9th grade HONORS standards and it is assumed that students have already mastered Algebra I Honors standards and have very strong algebraic thinking skills.


2001010   EARTH/SPACE SCIENCE (6th)
The purpose of this course is to provide the first year of a sequential three year course of study in exploratory experiences and activities in the concepts of earth and space, life, and physical science. The content should include, but not be limited to the practice and characteristics of science, earth structures, earth systems and patterns, and earth in space and time.

2001020 EARTH/SPACE SCIENCE ADV. 6th)
The purpose of this course is to provide the first year of a sequential three year course of study in exploratory experiences and activities in the concepts of earth and space, life, and physical science. The content should include, but not be limited to the practice and characteristics of science, earth structures, earth systems and patterns, and earth in space and time. Prerequisites:  Level 3 or above in FCAT Reading and Math with Science teacher recommendation. 
2002070   M/J COMP. SCIENCE 2 (7th) 

The purpose of this course is the study of the State of Florida’s Next Generation Standards with required units covering the scientific method process developed using the inquiry process. Experiencing enriched experiments through active labs, technology lessons, and focusing on critical thinking skills, students will explore characteristics and classification of earth’s structures along with earth and space science content. Other course areas covered are the ideas of ecosystems including human impacts and life conservation, the diversity/reproduction/evolution, and heredity/reproduction of living organisms.

2002080   M/J COM. SCIENCE ADV 2 (7th) 

The purpose of this course is the study of the State of Florida’s Next Generation Standards with required units covering the scientific method process developed using the inquiry process. Experiencing enriched experiments through active labs, technology lessons, and focusing on critical thinking skills, students will explore characteristics and classification of earth’s structures along with earth and space science content.  Other course areas covered are the ideas of ecosystems including human impacts and life conservation, the diversity/reproduction/evolution, and heredity/reproduction of living organisms. This course is an enriched study of the course requirements with a focus on higher order critical thinking.

Prerequisites: FCAT Level 4 or above in Math and Reading, 5th grade Science FCAT score of 3 or above, and an “A” in the previous science course and teacher recommendation.

2002100   M/J COMP. SCIENCE 3 (8th) 

The purpose of this course is the study of the State of Florida’s Next Generation Standards with required units covering the scientific method process developed using the inquiry process. Experiencing enriched experiments through active labs, technology lessons, and focusing on critical thinking skills, students will explore  the properties and changes in matter, atoms, the Periodic table, acid and bases, Solar system, stars and galaxies,  photosynthesis, cellular respiration and the carbon cycle and further exploration of the practice of science, characteristics of scientific knowledge, roles of theories and laws, hypotheses and models and science and society.

2002110    M/J COMP SCIENCE 3 ADV. (8th)

 The purpose of this course is the study of the State of Florida’s Next Generation Standards with required units covering the scientific method process developed using the inquiry process. Experiencing enriched experiments through active labs, technology lessons, and focusing on critical thinking skills, students will explore  the properties and changes in matter, atoms, the Periodic table, acid and bases,  Solar system, stars and galaxies, photosynthesis, cellular respiration and the carbon cycle and further exploration of the practice of science, characteristics of scientific knowledge, roles of theories and laws, hypotheses and models and science and society. This course is an enriched study of the course requirements with a focus on higher order critical thinking.

Prerequisites: FCAT Level 4 or above in Math and Reading, 5th grade Science FCAT score of 3 or above, and an “A” in the previous science course and teacher recommendation.


2105020   WORLD CULTURES (6th)
The purpose of this course is to enable students to understand that the world is comprised of diverse cultural groups who have made significant contributions to our past and present.  The curriculum will trace the beginning of civilization (from the earliest humans) and identify through the Renaissance period the major events that shaped the development of civilization and various cultures.  The content will include characteristics of cultural groups, development of cultural societies, and historical changes.  
2105030   ADV. WORLD CULTURES (6TH)

This course encompasses the same standards as World Cultures but provides opportunities for students to explore more challenging texts and assignments in greater complexity.  

2103016   U.S. GEOGRAPHY & CAREER PLANNING (7th)    
In this course students will focus on exploring the regions of the United States by examining the location, physical characteristics, population, culture, historical change, economic activity and land use.  Students will develop and use geography skills and concepts to obtain information and identify physical and human patterns.  They will also develop and use map, chart, graph and globe skills to learn about and study the location of geographical features of North America.  Career Exploration will be included in this course with an emphasis on self-awareness skills, workplace skills, goal setting, decision making and use of database systems.  
2103026   U.S. GEOGRAPHY ADV. & CAREER PLANNING (7th)
This course encompasses the same standards as U.S. Geography & Career Planning but provides opportunities for students to encounter more challenging texts and assignments in greater depth. 

2100010   U. S. HISTORy (8th)

 Primary content emphasis for this course pertains to the study of American history from the Exploration and Colonization period to the Reconstruction Period following the Civil War. Students will be exposed to the historical, geographic, political, economic, and sociological events which influenced the development of the United States and the resulting impact on world history. So that students can clearly see the relationship between cause and effect in historical events, students should have the opportunity to explore those fundamental ideas and events which occurred after Reconstruction.

2100020   U.S. HISTORY ADV. (8th)
This course encompasses the same standards as U. S. History but provides opportunities for students to encounter more challenging texts with assignments in greater complexity.  

1501100 COMP. PHYSICAL EDUCATION 1  (6th)
1501110 COMP. PHYSICAL EDUCATION 2  (7th)
1501120 COMP. PHYSICAL EDUCATION 3  (8th)
Students will be introduced to sports such as football, volleyball, soccer, tennis, basketball, and a variety of other games.  They will be required to dress out in appropriate gym clothes and participate in physical activities.  Failure to dress out each day will result in a grade penalty.  The physical education
program promotes good sportsmanship, cooperation, communication, and teamwork.
1501000   PHYSICAL FITNESS (6th)
This course is designed to be an additional physical education elective for students also taking Comp. Physical Education 1.  The purpose of this course is to set and achieve fitness goals through participation in cooperative games, team sports, dance, and individual activities, designed to improve the student’s overall physical fitness. 
1501010   BODY MANAGEMENT (7th/8th)

This course is designed to be an additional physical education elective for students also taking Comp. Physical Education 2 or 3.  This course will enable students to develop competence in skills related to body management, apply this knowledge and skill in games, sports, dance, and individual activities, and improve health-related fitness with the aid of nutrition based discussions and activities.
Each student is required by Florida law to pass one semester of PE per year.  A waiver from this requirement may be obtained if:
· The student is required to be enrolled in a remedial course
· The parent requests the student enroll in another course
· The student participates in physical activities outside the school day.

8000230   Career Wheel (Family/Consumer Science) 7th 
This class is a family and consumer science course.  Subjects covered during the year include nutrition, healthy bodies and exercise, kitchen knowledge, color and design in clothing, and proper care of clothing.  Projects will include hands-on food preparation in class, cooking at home, and an in-class sewing project.
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shoal river’S CHOICE CAREER OPTIONS
Middle and high school career education is now mandated statewide.  Five years ago, Richbourg became the first Okaloosa County middle school to offer CHOICE (Community High: Okaloosa Institutes for Career Education) career training courses.  Shoal River Middle School is continuing to offer technical excellence with classes in aerospace, construction technology, information technology (IT), and culinary arts.  Students enrolled in the construction technology and information technology courses have the opportunity to earn national certification.  
The following courses are in the Shoal River Middle School CHOICE program:

8000250   Exploratory Career Wheel (Culinary Arts)   (8th)
This is an introduction for students interested in the High School Culinary Arts Program.  Topics covered during the year include: identification of culinary careers and job opportunities, job and employability skills, safe and sanitary work procedures, use and care of tools and equipment, recipe measurement, principles of nutrition, and preparation of food items.

8000200 Exploratory Career Wheel (Construction Technology)   1st year
8000210 Exploratory Career Wheel (Construction Technology)   2nd year
8000220 Exploratory Career Wheel (Construction Technology) 3rd year 
Students will receive basic training necessary for entry into the Construction program at Crestview High School.  The year will begin with intensive shop and construction safety standards and procedures.  Students will proceed with basic construction math skills which include addition, subtraction, division, and multiplication of whole numbers, fractions, and decimals, basic geometry as applied to common shapes and forms, and the metric system using practical examples.  Each student is assigned various wooden projects to construct which require the basic understanding of simple drawings, and step-by-step instructions. Advanced students will be trained and tested on the use of basic power tools such as power sanders, saws, finish nailers, air tools, and hand tools used in the industry.  All students will receive familiarization training with basic blueprint terms, components, symbols and scale identification.  During second semester, students will use their basic blueprint reading skills to build a model bridge, a rubber band powered airplane, and a mouse trap car.  The best will earn an opportunity to compete at the Industry Design Engineering and Students (IDEAS) competition. Our second and third year students will study structural engineering by building model houses and other structures by using blueprints, floor framing, wall layout, roof framing and finish with roof applications. 
2305000 Career Ed. (Aerospace) 8th
Students in this class will be introduced to the basic principles of flight such as control surfaces and systems of an airplane, airport logistics, aeronautical chart reading, the effect of weather elements on flight, and weather map reading. Students will build models and develop flight plans. The history, building and launching of rockets, as well as solar system studies will be included.  Students will learn to fly computer flight simulators and will participate in field trips to Eglin, and NAS Pensacola.  The students will also go flying with Mr. Jones at Sky Ranch Airpark.  
0200000   Intro to Computers

yEAR 1
This course is for students who have not had previous computer courses.  Topics include keyboarding skills, Internet and Computing Fundamentals, Internet research, the Windows 7 Operating System, the Office Suite (Word, Excel, PowerPoint), Windows Movie Maker and a variety of other programs.

8207310A/B (HIGH SCHOOL CREDIT)
iNTRO TO INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
yEAR 2

This course is for 7th or 8th grade students who have taken the Introduction to Computers course.  The focus of the course is the Internet and Computing Core Certification in the areas of: Computer Fundamentals, Key Applications and Living Online. There is also an in-depth study of the Office Suite, Word, Excel, and PowerPoint. 

Teacher approval required.

8207110A/B (HIGH SCHOOL CREDIT)

WEB DESIGN I         YEAR 3 
This course is for 8th grade students who have taken the Introduction to Computers and Computer Applications courses.  The course covers the basics of Web Design and includes the use of the programs Dreamweaver, Flash, and Fireworks. Students also learn HTML and CSS Coding.

Teacher approval required.

8400110/8400210   Orientation to health occupations/exploration of health occupations and career planning    (sstride) (8th)
This is an outreach program sponsored by FSU known as SSTRIDE.  The purpose of this class is to provide information regarding careers in the Health sciences. The content includes but is not limited to various career paths, promoting good health and a in depth study of the structure and function of  certain human body systems, an introduction to medical ethics, characteristics of health care workers and community health agencies.

Prerequisite requirements: Strong interest in science or health related profession and a minimum of a 3.0 cumulative GPA. Students are selected through an interview process. Two letters of recommendation (one from a science teacher and one from a Guidance Counselor) are required. Applicants should have an interest in attending FSU and have parental commitment to remain in the program through high school.


1302000   Band 1 (Beginning Band)
This course is open to students who have had no previous experience in instrumental music.  The purpose of this course is to provide students with instruction in the development of beginning level skills on wind and percussion instruments.

PREREQUISITE:  Approved instrument and method book.

1302010   Band 2 (Concert Band)
The purpose of this course is to provide students with opportunities to develop musical skills in band and in instrumental ensembles.  Marching band is required.  Performances are mandatory and are a part of the overall grade in this class.
PREREQUISITE:  Band 1
1302020   Band 3 (Symphonic Band)
This course is open to students who demonstrate the ability to perform on an advanced level.  The purpose of this course is to provide students with opportunities to develop musical skills in band and instrumental ensembles.  Marching band is required.  Performances are mandatory and are a part of the overall grade in this class.
PREREQUISITE:  Audition 7 major scales, chromatic, scale, and sight-reading.

1303000   Chorus 1 (Beginning Chorus)
Beginning chorus is a year long, fully graded course for students who like to sing or who wish to learn to sing.  Students will study music theory, vocal technique, and sight-reading.  Students will be required to sing in both large and small groups and may be asked to sing solos at the discretion of the director.  Students will concentrate on learning harmony and part-singing.  All students will participate in several concerts throughout the year.  Performances are mandatory and are a part of the overall grade in this class.
1303010   Chorus 2 (Concert Chorus)
Concert chorus is a performing group that continues the skills learned in beginning chorus.  Students will study music theory, vocal technique, and sight reading.  Students will sing a variety of styles such as folk, pop, country, or light classical.  Students will be required to sing in both large and small groups and may be asked to sing solos at the discretion of the director.  Students will concentrate on learning harmony and part-singing.  All students will participate in several concerts throughout the year.  Performances are mandatory and are a part of the overall grade in this class.

1303020   Chorus 3 (Select Chorus)
Select chorus is an advanced choral group that sings a variety of music from different styles and cultures.  Through performance, these students further develop their knowledge of the elements of music, proper vocal technique, and music reading skills.  Students will sing a variety of styles such as folk, pop, country, or light classical.  Students will be required to sing in both large and small groups and may be asked to sing solos at the discretion of the director.  Students will concentrate on learning harmony and part-singing.  All participants will perform a minimum of four times a year (Fall Concert, Winter Concert, Spring Concert, and Fine Arts Festival).  There are also many opportunities for students to attend other musical events such as: Solo/Ensemble Contest, District Choral MPA, All-County Chorus and Florida All-State Chorus.  Performances are mandatory and are a part of the overall grade in this class.  Special attire may be required for performances.

PREREQUISITE:  Chorus teacher recommendation.

1301030   KEYBOARD 1 (PIANO)

Piano Lab is a one year course for students in grades 6 - 8.  Using the piano in this full year class, students will learn the basics of music notation, rhythm, melody and harmony.

Students progress through instruction utilizing beginning piano books and supplementary materials.  Access to a piano/keyboard outside the class is helpful but not necessary.
1301040   KEYBOARD 2 (PIANO)
The purpose of this course is to gain proficiency at the keyboard through the study of music reading, composition/arranging, history, literature, and piano technique.

Students will develop interpretative skills based upon directed study of keyboard literature.  In addition to developing a strong technical foundation, students will be encouraged to acquire solo and ensemble performance skills and healthy practice habits.
0600000   Exp.  wheel  

(srms Morning Show)
Students will use computer-based digital equipment to produce videos and audio recordings. Students will learn pre-production planning, production methods, and post-production editing on the computer. Students in this class will also have the opportunity to produce a daily TV news show for the school’s closed circuit TV. The class will make videos of school events, provide audio mixing, tech support and make audio recordings.

An application is required and may be picked up in the main office or downloaded from the school’s website.
7855040 ADVANCED ACADEMICS 6-8 
(GIFTED WITH E.P. DURING H.O.R.S.E.)

Students are challenged beyond the scope of HORSE classes’ regular assignments for each novel.  Further, students research a topic of choice that relates to a subject that is introduced in each novel.  Students then prepare and present their findings using technology:  Power Point presentation, art, music, etc. that furthers interest among the class and provides opportunities for students to express themselves in a public speaking forum and provides an avenue for them to express their individual talents.  Students learn effective pair, group and individual skills in communication, research and presentation.  Learning excursions are planned that further the study of a novel or develop team work.  Eligibility:  Gifted students with active EP
0708340A/B   SPANISH I (HS Credit) 8th  
For students with no prior exposure to a foreign language, Spanish 1 sets them on course to acquiring a second language.  Spanish is the fourth most commonly spoken language in the world, and the U.S. has the fifth-largest Hispanic population of the world - a language that could expand the possibilities for the future.  Spanish 1 teaches students the basic skills to read, write and converse in the most common, everyday situations.  Using the context of school life, family life, free-time activities and the rich cultures of all the Latin American countries and of Spain, this course lays the foundation utilizing high frequency vocabulary and other commonly used verbs and expressions.  This course can be taken for high school credit, allowing the student to enroll in level 2 upon entering high school.

H.O.R.S.E.
Shoal River’s advisor/advisee program called HORSE, (Helping Our Reading Students Excel) is focused on reading skills that enable our students to be successful students and citizens.  The reading component includes academic practice passages, individual silent, sustained reading time, and modeled readings and discussions.  Four novels are read by the entire campus each year (one per quarter).   
CONFERENCES 

The attendance secretary schedules all parent-teacher conferences.  You may make an appointment to speak with your child’s teacher(s) by calling 689-7235.  Conferences are held either before school from 7:45 until 8:10 or after school from 2:50 until 3:15.  At least twenty-four hour notice is requested when scheduling a conference.  

CLASSROOM VISITATION
Classroom visitation must be scheduled through the school.  Twenty-four hour notice to teachers is required.
HOMEWORK REQUESTS

When a student has been absent for at least 3 consecutive days, missed class work and homework assignments may be requested by calling the guidance secretary at 689-7447.  Please allow a minimum period of 24 hours for work to be collected.  If parents know in advance that their student will be absent more than three days due to scheduled medical appointments or treatment, family emergency, etc., they may request their student’s work by calling 689-7447.   Please remember, if a student has more than 9 absences in a semester time period, work cannot be given and counted for credit without a written excuse from a doctor or official agency.
PROMOTION CRITERIA
A middle school student must pass a total of 12 core courses to be promoted to the 9th grade:

1. Three courses in mathematics.

2. Three courses in language arts/communication 

3. Three courses in science

4. Three courses in social studies

5. Recommend one (1) year of physical education (unless semester requirement is waived in writing)
ELIGIBILITY

Each middle school student who participates in extracurricular activities must maintain a minimum 2.0 grade point average (GPA) on a 4.0 scale or its equivalent and pass five (5) subjects for the quarter immediately preceding participation.  Eligibility for the first grading period of each new school year shall be based on passing five (5) subjects and maintaining the required GPA for the previous school year.  
END-OF-COURSE EXAMS

All secondary students are required to take a comprehensive exam at the conclusion of each course. The exams will count 1/7 of the student’s semester grade.
HIGH SCHOOL CREDIT COURSES

Students enrolled in high school credit courses must take comprehensive semester exams which will count for 1/7th of the semester average.  Middle school students who enroll in high school credit courses will be in the course for the entire year.
immunizations

Students entering the seventh grade are required by law to have their TD booster.  Schedules may not be picked up without proof of the TD booster on the blue health card.  Contact the School Nurse at 689-7351 if you have questions regarding this state policy.
SUCCESS MEASURES
This new resource from the Department of Education will provide parents and students with information on what is being taught and tested in our classrooms.  Log on to www.fldoe.org/successmeasures  to learn about the materials students will be learning, when and how your student will be tested, and why our assessment program is changing.
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Senate Bill 610 requires middle school students, beginning in the 2009-10 school year, to be enrolled in a physical education class a minimum of one semester per year.  Therefore, unless your child meets one of the waiver criteria, s/he will be enrolled in physical education for at least one semester of each year while in grades 6-8.  Your child may have the PE course waived if s/he needs to be enrolled in a remedial course.   You may also request a waiver if your child meets one of the following criteria:

PHYSICAL EDUCATION WAIVER
I am requesting a waiver for my child, _________________________________________ to be excluded from the Physical Education requirements for the ___________ school year due to one of the following reasons:

Please initial one:

_____ I would like my child to be enrolled in another course from among those offered    

            as options by the school district.  Written request required. 

_____ My child participates in physical activities outside the school day which are equal to 

            or in excess of the mandated requirement.  Written request required.
__________________________________


______________________

Parent Signature





Date

Please submit this waiver with your child’s registration packet, or at any time, to the school counselor.           
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